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The Concept of Man in Social Sciences:
From the Secular Model to the Trust Model
AbdelHalim Mahorbacha
Abstract

The first part of this paper discusses the concept of Man in social sciences by
revealing the characteristics of the secular model and how this concept and the concept
of religion were separated in Western social sciences. This part also refers to the
epistemological sources of this model, and the principles emerged from it. The second
part of the paper discusses the concept of the trust model and its main epistemological
characteristics. It shows how to reconnect religion to the human concept in alternative
social sciences. It also deals with the most important epistemological sources of this
model. The paper concludes by identifying four principles of the human concept based
on the trust model as a frame of reference. The principles are: human and multiple

levels of existence, human and multiple ranks of rationality, human and the multiplicity
of levels of ethics, and human and compassionate social relations.

Keywords: Human, Social sciences, Rationality, Secular model, Trust model.
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