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The Quranic Purposes of Purification of Man
Abdelmajid Al-Najjar
Abstract

Most efforts made in explaining the purification of Man tended to address
purification of the individual dimension, not the society. It also tended mostly to purify
the spiritual dimension through acquiring virtues and worship and self-restraint to curb
whims and self-desires for the sake of individual salvation in the Day of Judgment.
Some people would associate this trend with the abandonment of worldly issues and
giving up any material gain.

Purification as instructed in the Holy Quran does not stand at the above mentioned
points. Purification transcends the individual dimension to the collective one, and the
spiritual dimension to the intellectual and practical. It also transcends the purpose of
individual salvation in the hereafter to build human civilization in this world; as this
world is considered the farm to grow what would be the harvest in the Hereafter. This
paper attempts to present this comprehensive concept of purification as explained in the
Holy Quran and in the honorable Sunnah of the Prophet.

Keywords: Quranic purposes, Purification of Man, Spiritual purification,
Intellectual purification, Civilization building.
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