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Modernity and Artificial Intelligence: An International Sociological
Critique of Dehumanization

Amira Abou Samra”
Abstract

Artificial intelligence (AI) represents a pivotal transitional moment in human history,
with unprecedented impacts across social, political, and economic domains. This study
adopts a critical international sociological approach to analyze the dialectical relationship
between modernity, Al, and dehumanization. It asks: Is Al merely an extension of
modernist logic through digital tools that reinforce inequalities and patterns of control, or
does it pose a radical challenge, threatening human agency and undermining modernist
promises of complete human mastery over the world? Findings show that, while Al appears
as a continuation of the modernist project, it exposes the fragility of this project: the erosion
of human agency now affects not only “the weak, exploitable Other” but also “the Self”,
which has long considered itself the benchmark of humanity, revealing paradoxes in
modernist logic. The study calls for the reconstruction of a global moral discourse that
restores humans as socially and ethically responsible actors.

Keywords: artificial intelligence, modernity, dehumanization, international
sociological approach.
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