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Artificial Intelligence and Western Cinema: An Introduction to a New Relationship
Between Humans and Machine

Fouad Affani”
Abstract

No culturally engaged observer can deny the profound impact of art on the value
systems that shape societies. Since its emergence, cinema has stood out as one of the most
influential and formative art forms within cultural contexts. From this perspective, the
central concern of this study is to explore the complex relationship between cinema and
artificial intelligence. This entails a historical inquiry into the evolution of that relationship,
its most prominent cinematic manifestations, and its ethical and intellectual implications for
contemporary society. The study analyzes a selection of films to uncover how cinema
envisions artificial intelligence and portrays the evolving relationship between humans and
machines. Given that Arabic research has largely focused on the technical aspects of this
relationship, we have relied on Western literature, which has accorded the topic the
attention it deserves. To that end, the research is structured around three axes: a theoretical-
conceptual framework that defines Al and its key features; a historical-descriptive overview
tracing the representation and development of Al in cinema; and an applied analysis that
reveals the dynamics of human—Al interaction as portrayed in film.

Keywords: cinema, artificial intelligence, humans, relationships, values.
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