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Ethical Challenges and Values in Using Smart Technologies:
Toward Responsible Sustainability

Huseyin ElImhemit”
ABSTRACT

This research addresses the ethical challenges associated with smart technology,
highlighting the complex effects of these technologies on human values and individual and
collective behavior in contemporary societies. The study explores three main ethical
frameworks: normative ethics, which focuses on principles and rules; consequentialist
ethics, which emphasizes the outcomes of actions; and virtue ethics, which aims to shape
moral behavior through values such as honesty and justice. The research also examines the
ethical responsibilities of technology companies to safeguard privacy, ensure justice, and
prevent algorithmic bias. Additionally, it analyzes the moral dimensions of individual
behavior in digital spaces, including issues of identity, digital addiction, and the
exploitation of women. The significance of this research lies in its emphasis on integrating
ethical considerations at every stage of technological development and use to ensure that
smart technologies serve humanity rather than dominate it. The study aims to analyze
current ethical challenges and propose mechanisms for aligning technology with moral
values. Key findings indicate that the absence of ethical frameworks exacerbates societal
risks and that effective solutions require a combination of legislative policies, public
awareness, and value-based technological design.

Keywords: digital ethics, human values, ethical sustainability, ethical challenges in
technology, theoretical frameworks of ethics.

* Huseyin Elmhemit received a PhD in Fundamental Islamic Sciences from the University of the Republics of
Sivas in 2023. He is currently an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Theology at Mustafa Kemal University,
Turkey. Email: hud.kk51@gmail.com, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3630-5215

Received: 27/11/2024. Accepted for publication: 25/5/2025.

To cite this article: Elmhemit, H. (2026). "Ethical Challenges and Values in Using Smart Technologies: Toward
Responsible Sustainability". Contemporary Islamic Thought Journal (formerly Islamiyyat al-Ma ‘rifah),
32(111), 151-174. https://doi.org/10.35632/citj.v31i111.17255

© 2026 International Institute of Islamic Thought. All rights reserved.


mailto:hud.kk51@gmail.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Forcid.org%2F0000-0002-3630-5215&data=05%7C02%7CCITJEditorial%40iiit.org%7Cd668983cf8df4ca1254508de61b05795%7C3f79cf5dbc99484f8c5cb9861a384bac%7C0%7C0%7C639055607192252036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vGjbFWpwqWJXvA0fHqaV1cAMGsR47DTDLd4qVW36F%2BE%3D&reserved=0
https://doi.org/10.35632/citj.v31i111.17255



