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Types of thinking: Integrative perspective in
the desired civilizational context
Fathi Hasan Malkawi
Abstract

Thinking expresses human awareness of his own existence in life, the existence of
things around him, and the way in which his thinking occurs. Thinking occurs in
specific ways, for specific purposes, and with specific characteristics, all of which
depend on different types of thinking. This study addresses various approaches to the
classification of types of thinking and presents few selected types and methods of
thinking.

Knowledge of types and characteristics of thinking enables a person to employ the
necessary type with necessary skill to achieve the desired goal. It may be difficult for a
single individual to acquire all necessary types of thinking; therefore, educational
curricula seek to discover the outstanding abilities of individuals, to provide adequate
opportunities for each one to grow to the maximum extent possible, and to guarantee the
needed different types of thinking in the institution or the society.

Keywords: Human thinking; Types of thinking; Classification approaches, Critical
thinking, Creative Thinking; Prospective thinking.
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